
6TH GRADE 
 

HIGHLANDER WAY MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

REQUIRED CORE CLASSES 
All 6th grade students must take the following year-long* classes: 

 

English/Language Arts 6 - This course will teach the common core skills of language, grammar, writing, listening, speaking and study skills.  The 
writing process will be used to help students focus on clear, effective composition, designed for a specific purpose and audience.   
 
Math 6 - Students will problem solve as well as communicate and reason mathematically. They will learn to see mathematical connections between 
other subject areas and the 8 strands which are taught each month: Whole numbers and Numeration, Fractions and Decimals, Measurement, 
Geometry, Statistics and Probability, Algebra, Problem Solving and Logical Reasoning, and Calculators. Students will then apply these concepts to 
their everyday life. 
 
Science 6 - This course covers the following:  ecology, food web/food chains, chemistry, states of matter, interactions of the spheres, water cycle, 
weather, and plate tectonics, and the rock cycle. 

 
Western Hemisphere (Social Studies 6) – Students will study the geography, history, economy, and current status of Canada and the countries of 
Latin America.  Focus will be on geographic themes of location, place, region, movement, human/environment interaction, maps and globes, and 
core democratic values. 
 
Writer’s Studio 6 is a semester-long* course aligned with the Common Core State Standards designed to develop college and career ready writers. 
In this course, students will develop skills to write clearly in a variety of writing forms. Students will focus on information gathering, note taking, citing 
evidence for argument writing and researched based inquiry through the use of technology. Students will also generate research questions and 
expand strategic thinking skill to increase their depth of writing knowledge. 

 

ENCORE CLASSES 
All 6th grade students are assigned (9-week long) Encore classes based on staffing and availability. 

 
Applied Technology – Applied technology evolved from the traditional “Shop” class in order to include a wider range of tools and technologies.  The 
goals of Applied Technology class are for students to become familiar with technology and provide an introduction to the design process.  In addition 
to woodworking, students will learn about Robotics, Computer Aided Drafting and Design (CADD), and Mass Communications.  All applied 
technology classes will spend time in the Design Lab, a special computer lab used for CADD applications and digital video.   
 
Art- This course is designed to introduce students to a variety of art materials and methods:  drawing, painting, sculpture and ceramics, Art History, 
Art Critique, Aesthetics and Art Production.  During this 9-week course, students will participate in discussion, examination and creation of art.  
Students will focus on developing creative problem solving skills, visual literacy and personal expression. 
 
Communication Arts - The curriculum plan has been divided by grade level so that each student, by the end of their middle school years, will have a diverse and 
complete set of experiences that encompass Communication Arts.  This curriculum provides each student with the opportunity to gain knowledge about themselves, 
develop imagination and intuition, and be exposed to their own creative and artistic possibilities, and nurture skills and attitudes that are useful in every aspect of 
learning.   

 
Create-U – Students will understand and apply the benefits of physical activity and how it sparks biological changes in the brain.  Students will 
engage in physical activity for at least twenty to thirty minutes with their target heart rate ranging between 145-185 beats per minute, and then will 
engage in reading enrichment activities.  Research shows this will encourage brain cells to bind to one another, optimizing the ideal situation for 
learning. 
 
Deciphering Science – Have you ever read something in science and realized that you are clueless about what you just read?  Students will work in 
small groups, learning and practicing the thinking skills that readers use to understand what they read in science.  Current research-based reading 
strategies will be used to help students raise their comprehension.  Each quarter the focus of this class will compliment the content of a student’s 
current science class. 
 
Introduction to Aerospace – This STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) class is designed using materials developed by aerospace 
and extension educators from across the country to guide students in exploring aerospace related subjects such as basics of flight and 
aerodynamics.  This course will include hands-on activities and group problem-solving that reinforce aerospace concepts. 



 
Life Skills - Curriculum is taught through a variety of activities including food labs, demonstrations, guest presenters, cooperative learning activities 
and guided class discussions.  Students explore the following areas:  basic nutrition, kitchen management and child care.  Basic nutrition explores 
using MyPryramid.gov, the 6 essential nutrients, portion sizes and understanding food labels.  Kitchen Management explores safety in the kitchen, 
utensils and appliances, kitchen fundamentals, recipe terms, measuring and equivalents.  The Child Care unit explores characteristics of a good 
babysitter, basic care skills, home safety, shaken baby syndrome, basic first aid skills and safety when playing with children. 
 
Math Power Hour - Designed to explore Math, using an assortment of exciting and challenging strategies, the content of this course will vary from 
quarter to quarter.  Your Math skills will be strengthened through a variety of brainteasers, problem solving challenges, math games, mental math 
activities and projects.  By the end of the course, each student will become a more confident mathematician.  
 
Medical Detectives - Students play the role of real-life medical detectives as they analyze genetic testing results to diagnose disease and study 
DNA evidence found at a “crime scene.” They solve medical mysteries through hands-on projects and labs, investigate how to measure and interpret 
vital signs, and learn how the systems of the human body work together to maintain health. 
 
Multi-Media Presentations - The course introduces students to the Internet and how to remain safe while surfing.  The course also introduces 
students to the   process of creating a multimedia production using software such as “Photostory 3”.  Upon completion of the course, students will be 
able to create a video presentation suitable for any family wedding, graduation party, etc. 
 
Music Appreciation - This 9-week course is designed to help students discover their passion for music.  There is absolutely no musical experience 
necessary. Besides critically listening to music of diverse styles and genres, students will notate music through visual listening maps and even 
compose their own music.  This is a perfect option for students who love music, but who are not quite ready to perform in a band or choir setting. 
 The goal of this class is for students to seek out their love for music, even if they didn't know they had it already! 
 
Physical Education - This is a 9-week course that will teach to the cognitive, affective and psychomotor domains of learning.  The students will be 
introduced to the five components of physical fitness and will be required to complete the Presidential Fitness Test, as well as a final exam that will 
include all the team sports and personal social skills covered in the class.  The team sports will consist of softball, soccer, floor hockey and 
basketball.   The personal social skills covered will include directions, cooperation, best effort and respect for property.  All students will work out of 
their own EPEC Personal Conditioning Portfolio, which will help them develop the basic understanding of physical fitness and will assess the 
students’ ability to set goals and improve overall skill development as related to physical fitness. 
 
Program Success will focus on helping students to be more successful in areas including (but not limited to): planner skills, study skill techniques, 
test taking strategies, organizational skills, classroom skills, note taking, time management, self-esteem, decision making, learning styles, and the 
value of receiving a quality education for the attainment of future goals and aspirations. 
 
Reading Destinations - Students will work in small groups, learning and practicing the thinking skills that readers use to understand what they read 
in Social Studies. Current research-based reading strategies will be used to help students raise their comprehension.  Each quarter the focus of this 
class will compliment the content of a student’s current Western Hemisphere (Social Studies) core class. 
 
Technology Literacy - Classes work on grade-level appropriate projects that cover a wide range of topics.  Skills relating to word processing, 
database, spreadsheets, internet research and Power Point are developed while working on such projects as business cards, travel brochures, art 
work and slide presentations.  Each student also works on typing competency throughout the quarter. 
 
World Language - This class offers students an opportunity to begin communicating in different languages in a formal course before choosing one 
language for further study.  In addition, the class aims to foster a global perspective to countries and cultures where the language is spoken and 
heightens students’ appreciation and respect for cultural diversity. 
 

ELECTIVE CLASSES 
6th grade students may elect to take a year-long band or vocal music class. 

 
Band 6 - This YEAR-LONG class is designed for the beginning band student.  Students will be taught basic instrumental music concepts such as 
performance, maintenance of instrument, composition, cooperative working, proper practice habits, correct rehearsal and performance etiquette, and 
much more.    6th grade Band students will be required to attend 4 or 5 performances throughout the year. 
   
Vocal Music (Choir) - This exciting YEAR-LONG class is offered to any 6th grader who wishes to participate in a fun, challenging, educational and 
team building class.  6th Grade Choir explores the voice and beginning vocal technique.  Basic music theory and note reading will be taught and 
mastered by all students at the completion of the school year.  All students will explore different genres of music and music history.  Students will 
also be studying the history of African American music.  All students will perform four concerts and participate in District Choral Festival.  The 
opportunity for participation in the State Honors Choir and group voice lessons is also available.  6th grade Choir students will also tour the 
elementary schools to help inspire young kids to be enthused about music.  
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